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Washington, Deo. 8, i860.
Settlement of the BpanUh Gunboat QueMtion.
The Spanish gunboat question la In course or set¬

tlement by diplomacy. It Is known tbat they have
been detained by government on complaint of the
Peruvian Minister, his representation being that they
were designed to relieve other Spanish vessels
wiilch were to be employed In hostility
against i'eru. Hence the proceedings instituted
to determine whether or not our neutrality
laws were to be thus violated. But it
is ascertained from an unofficial, but altogether reli¬
able source, that the Spanish Minister to-day pre¬
sented a paper to the Secretary of State denying tne
premises of the Peruvian Minister, and giving the
pledge that the gunboats are not to be the means of
carrying on a war with Peru, or any other nation with
which the United States are at peace. This commu¬
nication was somewhat similar to that heretolore
presented by the Peruvian Minister to remove
the objections of Spain, the object of which was the
release of the two monitors purchased in the United
States for the Peruvian government. The Peruvian
Minister, on receiving a copy of the paper, expressed
himself satlsiled with the explanation and assurance
of i he Spanish Minister. Therefore, the cause of the
detention of the Spanish gunboats is removed. Dis¬
trict Attorney Pierrepont has already or. Boon
will be made acquainted with these diplo¬
matic proceedings, and it Is anticipated tbat
his action In the premises will forthwith
lca4 to a judicial order for a release of the gunboats,
wuen they will'be trans'erred oy the oontractor to
the authorities of Spain. The Spanish Minister
takes a view similar to that of the Peruvian Mm
ister to Jlr. steward nearly two years since, namely,
that the war between Spain and Peru and other
South American republics long ago ceased with 110
Intention to renew the hostilities. This is the pres¬
ent condition of affairs, although not formally an¬
nounced in the communications between these gov¬
ernment; but when the representatives of Spam.
Peru, Chile, Bolivia and Ecuador assemble In
Washington next January, In joint conference, it is
eonUdentiy expected they will give emphasis to the
fart that peace has been restored among them, with
a desire to cultivate the most friendly relations.

NnuiinntlnitN Confirmed.
The Senate In executive session to-daj confirmed

the numtuatlon.s of General Belknap as Secretary or
War, aud or Mr. Robeson as Secretary of the Navy.
All other nominations were referred to appropriato
committees.

Nominations Sent to the Sonnfe.
The following nominations for circuit judges

were sent In to-day:.
F.rpt Circuit.Georpe F. Slicpley, of Maine.
Sec nJ, Circuit.Lewis ti. Woodruff, of New York.
UMiCL Circuit.Willmm McKcnnuu, ol l'enusyl-

van.i.
J ourth Circuit.George A i'earie, of Maryland.
MjUi C<rem!.William B. Wood, ot Alabama.
Sir h.circuit.George 11. Yeaman 01 Kentucky.
S vsnth Circuit.'I nomas Driiinmoml. of Illinois.
Atuth Circuit.Lorenzo Sawyer, of California.
Tue nomination of Circuit Judge for the Eighth

Circuit will soon be made. The choice is sal.l to lie
between Ben Loan, of Missouri, and Judge Dillon,
Of jowa.
The other nominations were of appointments

made during the recess, and included thirty-seven
to the iTeasury, sixty-four to the navy, 129 to the
War Department, eight to the Attorney General's
oillce and one (John M. Marshall) to be
first assistant postmaster general. Among the nom¬
inations were Charles J. Folger, to be assistant treas¬
urer, and George W. Palmer, appraiser at New York.
Also the following in the Navy Denartment:.Augus¬
tus L. Case, to be chief of the bureau of ordnance;
Daniel Ammen, chler of the Bureau of Yards and
Docks; Edward T. Dunn, chief of the Bureau of
Provisions and Clothing: W. M. Wood, chief of the
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.

The Vacant Supreme Judgeship.
No nomination has yet been made for the vacancy

on the bench of the Supreme court of the Lnlted
States. The choice undoubtedly lies between Attor¬
ney General Hoar and Judge Erskine. of Georgia.
Auuiigaion of Vlrginln.The President'!* Sug¬

gestion* to be Carried Out.
Governor W alker, of Virginia, was on the floor or

the House and senate to day consulting about the
admission of Virginia, lie talked with nearly ail
the members of tue Reconstruction Committee and
found them favorably disposed to immediate
action. A meeting of the committee will be
held to-morrow, when the resolution relative to
Vovinia will be taken up. Several members of the
Welles radical lobby have signified their desire to be
present and present Borne facts against tne admis¬
sion of the members elect. They will have little in¬
fluence, however, as the committeo, or a majority,
arc in favor of currying out the suggestion of the
President's message for the immediate admission of
the state.
totieat Between Committees on Financial

Questions.
Tlitre la a sharp con test going on between the Com¬

mittee on Hunklug and currency and the Commit¬
tee on Ways and Means about tne reference of bills.
General'. Garfield, chairman of the former committee,
Isjauxio us to have bills of a financial character refer¬
red to 1 vs committee, while Schenck is unwilling
to surrei uler the privilege which the Ways and
Meau-i ha * heretofore enjoyed, of not only devising
piaus to wise revenue, but of shaping the financial
policy of tl ve government. GarQtsld ilnus it puweriu I
ally in S. S. Cox, who is a member of his committee.
Cox is const \ntly on the lookout lor the reierence of
financial bull« and thus far lias succee led in peatlng
Scticnck. So tue of iho Western meu wlio are op¬
posed to (lari 'eU'd financial theories nave come to
Ci.e aid of Scla 'nek; but they are uot so we 1 verse I
ill the rules of Hie House as Cox, and hence aro

outgeneralled.
PropoirJ Line < if American Mali Mennier* to

Cliimt) via the ttw* Uanul.Eucour.iliciiicnt
to Montbern tn O'Hrnlinu.
Mr. Hill, of New Jersey, will introduce in the

House lo-morrow a 1<M to encourage the establish¬
ment oi a line of stc. iraships, under the flag of tlie
Union, for the conv Vjjico of the mails of the
United states to Eu toi>ean porta uud ports of
liniia and Clilna >1 way of ine Suez

.Canal, and for pre moling emigration from
Europe id the Southei u fclstes of the Cnlon,
aim rur reducing the ra '¦«* of ocean postage. The
Hi st ,-cctlou provides that for the purposes above
tntmed the Postmaster Leifc'ral be authorized and
directed to enter luto conn sctj with the Mediter¬
ranean and oriental Steam > avlgatlon Company of
New York for the conveyance ot mails of tne I'nited
States fronj New Yofk, Port Boyal, Norfolk or

liiunswick to ports of Europe, including Cadiz, Mar¬
seilles. Genoa anil Trieste and Port Bald, in Egypt.
The contracts are to bo >V)r twenty years.
Ths steamship company pro pose to carry
mall matter at the rats of th.ree cents for
half onnce letters as soon as postal treaties
can bo concluded by the Postmaster General for
lower rates of postage with foreign countries. For
the purpose of promoting emigration to the South
the Legislature of any Southern State n«y, to aid
the company in its operations, create a fu.na for Its
sole use and benefit, by depositing with t.le Post
onice Department, In the name and on behalf ot said
company, the authorised bonds and securities of any
Well Slate, payable in not less than fifteen

jean. Those STjconttaa are to be Held by the
I'ost Offlco Department as neurit; for the payment
ol the tuterr.at and bond* 01 the oomcanjr. The
company in consideration of this, is to eatabitah
(istjiMiit agencies in l£uroi>e anil send emigrants to
States which shall deposit lunus. The bill provides
that out ol the uanppiopnalcd public lands of the
southern States the c mipany shall have forty acres
to give 10 each emigrant as an inducement for liim
to come to thn country and settle, upon the payment
by Dim of the appraised value of the land, payment
to be made in ten yearly instalments.
Termination of Indian Tr«allp*-Coi|rn>

Nlonnl legislation Tor Indians*
Tho Home Committee on Indian Affairs hod a

meeting to-day ami, instructed their chairman to

report a bill providing that hereafter no treaties
shall be negotiated with the Indians under
any circumstances whatever. The bill pro¬
vides ^at whatever legislation Is necessary
for the Indians shall come directly from Congress,
and that existing treaties sball be annulled as soon

as possible. The bill was prepared by Sidney Clarke,
chairman of the committee, and is understood to
have the approval of tne Senate Committee on In¬
dian Affairs. It 1s generally conceded now among
Congressmen that it would be better both for tho
government and the Indians if the treaty system
was abolished and the Indians dealt with directly by
Congress.
The New Census Bill.The Number of Kepre-

ncntutlvcs In Couffress to bo Increased.
The Census Committee held a meeting to-day, re¬

vised their bill and tlnally agreed lo make the num¬
ber of Representatives nnder tho new apportionment
.100. This was about the only change made in the
bill as already reported. Tne committee is anxious
to have their bill passe*! before the holidays, but It is

doubtful if the discussion on ltwin terminals so soon.
Most of the sosslon to-day was takenup with general
debate on the bill in Committee of the Whole, and
only two speeches were delivered. In addition to
nearly all the members or the committee several
gentlemen have prepared soeeohea which they are

anxious to deliver. When the bill comes to be con¬

sidered, section by section, It is evident that several
amendments will be offered, all of which will give
rise to debate.

Coin In the Treasury.
The Secretary of the Treasury at present has on

hand about #71,000,000 coin, and the receipts lroin
customs during the balance of this month are esti¬
mated at $10,(100,ouo, which will make a total of
$81,600,000. The weekly gales or gold, however, will
reduce this amount $«,000,000 or $8,000,000. On the
3lst lust, about $112,000,000 will be required
to pay the semi-annual instalment of the
interest on the bonds or 1881 and the flvo-twcntlcs
Tailing due upon the 1st prox., which will leave a
.balance on hand of about $44,000,000 or $40,000,000
at that time.

Properly Stolen by Indians.
By direction ofj the Secretary of War, in cases

where questions arL»e as to ownership of unlmals in
possession of the Indians, the commanding ottlcer of
the nearest military post is authorized und directed
to act lu conjunction with the Indian agent in
charge of suid indmus, in the investigation and
determination of the question of such ownership.

Revenue (IUlcer .Murdered.
The following telegram was received at the In¬

ternal Itevenue ofelce to-day:.
r. . ,, ....

Sedalia, Mo., Dec. 8, ist;9.
Deputy Marshal Moses was shot dead on the 4th

Instant by.Felix Whitewortb, iu Camden couutv
P ease instruct the Marshal to send a loice uniuo-
diuieiy. MAC K .1. LEAMING, Assessor.
Commissioner Delano has telegraphed to tho As¬

sessor for fuller particulars.
Illicit Distilleries In Tennessee.

Collector James A. (ialbratth, of the First Tonnes-
s-o district, reports to Commissioner Delano the
destruction of several illicit stills in Jefferson
county. Tins county is said to bo infested wiih out-
laws encaged in violating the government revenue
laws. Tho revenue authorities did not sncceetl in
making ijny arrests, as their approach was Moral Jed
by parties m collusion with tho outlaws, aud ihe
illicit distillers mane haste to leave.

Release of n miliary Prisoner.
. An order lias been lseaed from the War Depart¬
ment directing tne release or Matthew D. Taylor,
who was sentenced by a military conrt one year
ago to four years' convenient In the Penitentiary
at llantavlllc, Texas.

C olor*»d National liiibor ('onvent ion.
The -National I.nbor Convention of colored people

adopted a resolution to-day that the president and
vice president or t!;is 'Jonventlon i>e a delegation to
wait 011 the President or the United States and ten¬
der the congratulations of tills Convention ou behalf
of the colored laborers of the United States.

Report of the Director of the .Hint.
The report of the Director or the Mint gives thu

total coinage for the last fiscal year ns follows:.

2?l»V $21,828,637

FO&TY-FIRSI CONGRESS.
Second Session.

SENATE.
Washington, Dec. 8, ISflu.

UTANWNU COMMITTEES OF THE 8KNATK.
On motion of Mr. Anthony, <rop.» or K. I., the

standing committees or the Senate were announced
by the Clerk. The following Senators constitute the
several committees uanieil below, After the altera¬
tions nimle this morninjr

0,1 Fvrwqn RrlatiotM.Vlmn. Sumner, Cameron,Harlan, Morion, Patterson, Schurz and t'asserly.On Appropriations.Messrs. Morrill of Me., Wil-
son. Cole, Sprague, Sawyer, Poole and Stocktou.
On Xarai essrs. Crsgin, Anthonv, Nye,Drake, Scott, Unborn anil Stockton.
on ywenfs.Messrs. Wiiley, l'erry, carpenter.

Norton and Hamilton.
on the Litoxtrv.Messrs. Cnttell, Howe and Morrill

of Me.
To Audit an>t Control contingent Rrpcnues.

Me^i<r.-«. Kerry, Edmunds and Uavls.
'I'he other committees are without alteration.

PETITIONS PRESENTED.
The following petitions were presented and re¬

ferred
Hy Mr. EliMit.sns, (np.) of Vt, pet it ion or C. D.

Houtweli, of Texas, setting foilU that the petitioner
had been a rebel and got sick of it. And now wanted
to be relieved Iroiu all disabilities.
By Mr. simnkr, (rep.) of Miss., a petition or W.

Cornell Jewett »-king Congress, as a means of vin-
dlcatingthe dignity ant sovereignly or the nation,
lo suspend the workings or tiie French cable on
American Hoil until 1'iunce uuthori/.ed the landing
oi a cabie from America on Kreuch -toil, and ^nurau-
leeti Hi at. an American despatches snould ire cl.v pas.-i
over Kranee through the hands of American .'genu.Mr. Si hnKit remarked iiiai there wu.« now upunthe table of th" senate a oil I which met the pruyerof the petitioner, and he proposed calling it up at an
early day.

ll.v Mr. Hami.is, (rep.) of Me..A memorial from
officers of the ulled stales Navv representing that
Injustice hnd heon done nv special promotion over
tdein of many or their juniors 111 the service under
the act of ,lvly -ft, isofl, and praying Congress to
redress the grea! wrong under winch they tx lmvcd
ihemMlves to suffer by restoring them lo the posi¬tions in wli't h thev had been .. ativdy cuiilled.
Mr. Hamlin s:ud he itad certain kn.iwledgo 01 the

rccts in Kmio Of tuc cases referred to, aud bad no
doubt that simple justice demanded nt tic hand* of
I'oiiffrc-H reparation for the wrong commuted by
reason of the act leferred In. He asked the earnest
and candid attention of t,!io Committee on Naval
AtVairs to the subject.

TIIK rillllT nor it law.
Mr. Edmunds gave notice that on riday tie would

ask lor the consideration of the itonse resolution
regulating the hours or labor of government laborers,
workmen and mechanics. A resolution was iiusscd
at the last session In relation to the hours of labor
without touching the matter of compensation. The
Attorney (icncrai had given a decision on that law,
but the heads of the departments had not executed
the law in accordance with that densiou. The law

1 taeir, he believed, was not satisfactory lo the work¬
men, at least It was working no proilt to them, but
tended to demoralize every governmental institution
in which laborers were employed.
RATIFICATION OF CONSTITUTIONAL A M EN DM KNTS.
Mr. Williams, (rep.) of Oregon, Introduced a Joint

resolution relating to amendments to the constitu¬
tion, providing that whenever satisfactory ovidencu
is furnished to the Secretary of Mate that three-
rourths or tiio Legislature* fiavo ratified any pro¬
posed amendment to tb« conatitution or the I nued

States, he shall forthwith proclaim the tnc'4 0r h«cu
ratification; and u It shall appear that i'ju Legisla¬
ture of a Htate ha* ratified an amenduie /u proposed
an aforesaid, auy oilier action by tho legislature of
that Stale as to such amendment shu^t do void aud
disregarded by Hie Secretary of
Mr. Williams moved the reference of the hill to

the Committee on tne Judiciary ;*nd expressed tne
.ope that It would receive f<arly* consideration,
witicb, (or obvious reasons, it, deserved. It was so
reierred.

INTERNATtONAi. COINADK.
Mr. 8n ekm an, (rep.) of Ohio, introduced a hill to

promote un International coinage, Axing the weight
01 the gold coin ot five do.larsat IM 8-M troy grams,
equivalent to a coin of twenty-five francs, referred
to the Committee on Finance.

R1UUTS Of MKMBP.KH OP CONURRHK.
Mr. Carpenter, (rep.) ot Wis., introduced a bill In

relation to the rights of members of Congress. pro¬
viding that nothing in auy act of Congress snail
hereater be construed to prevent any ineiubor of
Congress from practising as an attorney, solicitor or
counsel In tbe prosecution or defence of auy cause,
claim or proceeding in auy judicial court of tue
United states.

TUB TEST OATII.
Mr. Ferry (rep.), or Conn. Introduced a bill to

repeal all laws requiring what was known a* the
administration of tne test oatli. He said that the
proposition to remove ttie disabilities imposed under
the fourteentn ainendmeut would fall short of the
accomplishment of uie object designed, unless ac¬
companied by the repeal or tbe test oatli The
necessity lor legislation 01 this character, be believed,
had now gone ty. lhe policy of tne removal of
tliose disabilities was one w-hich the experience 01
last summer, and the universal experience of all
parties lu the Southern .state.-., had decided to be a
policy unit ougbt to be adopted by Congress, and as
tue republican party originally enacted those laws
for the security or the government ana the preserva¬
tion cl 1 lie lire ol tbe nation, ro now, when the
necessity had gone of, it seemed to the vpeaker
best idui tbe same party should remove them.
The bill was then reierred.

BKllXilNU TUK DELAWARE RIVER.
Mr. Cattkll, (rep.) of N. J., introduced a bill giv¬

ing the consent of the rtilted States to the erection
of a bridge across tue Delaware rirer between Phila¬
delphia ami Camden. Heierred to iie Committee on
Commerce.

BOtJNTIRS TO COLORED .SOLDIERS.
Mr. Sumner ottered a resolution calling upon the

Committee on Military Affairs to consider whetucr
auy further legislation is needed to secure for uil
colored citizens who have served In tho army of the
luited States complete equality with all oilier citi¬
zens lu tue enjoyment of tne military bouniy. He
remarked that he nail understood tnat a statute ex¬
isted by which rormer slaves who had serve ! in t!'e
arniv of tne Uuiteii states were excluded irorn the
enjoyment of the military bounty. As li had been
tne objiot 10 give equal rights to all who served un¬
der our flan, be ask Jl the early attention of tho
Committee ou Military A Hairs to the complete ac¬
complishment of that object.

THK CONDITION OK CUBA.
Mr. Cameron, (rep.) of I'a., offered the following

resolution:.
Resolved, Tbat the rresident of the United Stall'* he re

quested 10 comwuuic&M to the Senate, If in lit* opinion 11 m
not inoompatlblo with tbe public lni< re«ti, uny Information
be inar liuve In Iiim poKaession wltb regard to the progre.n
of Hie civil wat in Cubu and tbe political condition ol tbe
island of Cuba.
The resolution was adopted.

TUK WIKNIPKd INSCKBItlTKWi.
The resolution previously offered by Mr. Uamskv

trep.) 01 Mmn., asktntr tor Information concerning
tno presence of Hun. William McDougall In liacotah
Territory, aud tho opposition of the Inhabitant.* ol
Winnipeg to IiIk assumption of the oillce of Gover¬
nor was taken up.

.Mr. Uowahp, (rep.) of Mich., said lie thought the
resolution unnecessary, Inasmuch an the interests of
t:ie I'nlteU States were not involved in the local (lis-
turbauce wtilcu hail arisen In the Hed Ulver country.
1 he disturbance was confined to one or the remote
possessions of the nonunion 01 Canada, lie had
been iniorincU that Mr. McDougall nan received no
appointment to exercise authority in tne lied Kiver
country, but was acting mh h private citizen, (IioukIi
having received an assurance or lutnre appointment
an coventor ol thai ponton ol BrlU^i Aincrica Known
as the lied Kiver country. M*uyt>r the net tiers on
the northern border of Mfnnesotu wer.?, perhaps,
greatly dissatisfied with some arrangement recently
made by which the Hudson Hay Company had sold
out tbeir interests: and one great object with them
was the erect Ion 01 a local government of i heir own
to look alter their own special interests. Tlie dlrti-
cult.v was apparently or a pure.'y local nature.
Mr. Kahsky said a portion ot the people ho repre¬

sented enjoyed a considerable trade with the lied
Kiver country, and that ttic people of the latter
locality were in a stute or discontent and revolution,
'llie United states was represented tUere uy 11 col¬
lector ol the revenue and other oltlclals. and it
seemed important that the exact condition ol affairs
there should be ascertained. Agreed to.

CANADIAN KKCIt'KOL'ITV TREATY.
Mr. Thirman, (dem.) or uhlo, offered a resolution

requesting the fresident to intuitu the Senate
waether since the ia«t session of Congress any nego-
nations have taken place or been proposed between
tins government and the government 01 Great Uri-
taui in respect to a reciprocity treaty or reciprocity
laws 011 the subject of Hade and commerce between
the United States and Cauaua, and to communicate
any correspondence that may nave taken place be¬
tween the Executive and the government ot Croat
Hi 11 aiu or thatot the dominion or Canada.
Mr. Simnkk : iiiiacsHM the insertion ol theu-uat

clause, "ir iu the discretion 11 tne President the
luioriiiation be consistent with the public m cresis.''
The resolution us modified uy tlie stlJKCUiou thus

made was agreed 10.
PROTECTION OF CITIZENS.

The resolution bv Air. 8TBWAKT, (rep.) or .Vev.. re¬
questing the Judiciary Committee to inquire If auy
Mates were denying to any class ol persons the
eipiai jirotectlon or tlio laws, in rioiutiou of treaty
obligations aud of the fourteenth amendment, was
taken up and agreed to.

oi.i:\Ki.vi the maw or run senate.
A resolution ottered by Mr. Drake, (rep.) of Mo.,

providing iliut hereulter the Moor ol the -Senate shall
ne cleared of persons not entitled to IN privileges
ten minutes belore lhe meeting of the body, was
taken up and agreed to by a vote or 19 to 17.

RELIEF FROM DISABILITIES.
The bill to relieve certain persons therein named

from the disabilities imposed by the lourtcenth
amendment to the constitution came up in order.
The bill contains tne names of 400 or 600 persons.
Mr. Sr.MNKK moved toreler tlie bill to a committee,

but after discussion withdrew hw motion, aud the
Dill passed.
The Joint resolution for the relief or person?

engaged in lhe late rebellion, providing that upon
tlie tlual adoption of the filieeuth amendment ail
disabilities sliall cease, was taken up.
Mr. Stew ARTsald he believed the time had arrived

to make the declaration here proposed. No danger
need be apprehended in the immediate removal 01
these disabilities; but, on tne contrary, continued
imposition would have the effect which Con¬
gress desired to prevent.that of throwing
the former reool states into rebel hands.
That such was tne effeet was evidenced
rrom day to day, becausc beside themselves having
tho power to vote ihey were enabled to excite the
sympathy of their neighbors by appealing to them to
aid in removing their disabiliwcs. Now that uni¬
versal suffrage hud been secured it would be politic
to close the reconstruction work with universal am¬
nesty. In (he matter of individual ease" of reiiei
there was much room for imposition upon tee gen¬
erosity of Congress, and the disabilities of many
persons hud been removed upon unfair and lucor-
rect representations to members ot Congress. Ne¬
cessarily it was impossible for Congress to exercise
au intelligent discrimination in passing apon these
cases In detail, aud tne more advisable course was
to deal with them as a class. Uy means of this de-
duration, that the adoption of the tlttecnth amend¬
ment would relieve the disabilities now imposed,
the cause of reconstruction would be strengt.ieued
aud the adoption of the amendment Itself materially
hastcued.

KXKCTT1VB SESSION.
The Senate then resolved ltsell into cxecnttre ses¬

sion and soon after adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPBESENTATIVES.
Washington, Dec. 8, lstw.

?TNDJMl TUB NATIONAL DEBT.
Mr. Mobreli., <rep.) or l'a.. introduced a bill to

fond the debt of the United States at a low rate ol
interest, to make the national banking system free,
and tor other purposes, deferred to the Committee
of Ways and Means.

TUB FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT.
Mr. I'aine, (rep.) of Wis., offered a resolution

directing tho Secretary or state |£ inform the House
what State legislatures bad ratified the proposed
fifteenth constitutional amendment. Adopted.

svurvnir with cuba.
Mr. Conn, (rep.) ol N. C. asked leave 10 offer a

resolution of sympathy with the Cuban Insum etion,
but the general order of business was called lor by
Mr. Maynard.

Ill l.l.s AND HK80LUT10NS.
Mr. Palmer, (rep.) of Iowa, introduced a bill to

authorize the Dutiingiuu aud Missouri Itivcr Kail-
road Company, or ita assigns, 10 change the estab¬
lished route in Nebiaska. lie/erred to the I'acliic
Railroad Committee.
Mr. LAWKiM ii, (rep.) of onto, offered a resolution

directing tli ' committee on rulnlo Lauds to impure
into the. expediency or am -uditig lite Homestead
law so as to authorizo ex-sohliers and seamen of
the United states to receive lfto acres of laud instead
of eighty acres, as now authori/.ed lor a homestead,
out or the alternate set lions ol land embraced 111
ran road mid other grantsowued by tlie government.
Adopted.
Mi. Davis, (rep.) or M. V.. introduced a bill to

abolish the duties on coal. Kelerred to 1 lie Commit¬
tee of Ways and Means.

Air. Ui'ffimiton, (rep.) of Mass., offered a resolu¬
tion directing luc Secrot*ry or War to transmit re-
ports relative to the protection and luiprovemeiit of
I'lyiuouth harbor. Mass. Auoptod.
Several bills for the removal of political disabili¬

ties were introduced and referred to the Committee
on Reconstruction.

Air. Sahuekt, rep.) of Cal.. Introduced a lull to
procure anil (Inseminate miorinattou of tlie extent
of the cereal and other crops ol toreign countries.
Itelerred to tlie Committee on Agriculture.
The bill requires American Consuls residing in

countries which raise cereal or other crops that
come In competition with Aiucrlciin products in the
markets of tho world to furnish quarterly state
menu or the condition of the crops to tne State
Department, which is to luruish tnem to
the Commissioner of Agriculture, wno is
required to put them In a coudcnsed form
In Ills monthly circular, corrected by any accu¬
rate mrormatlon In his possession. The onjeot of
the bin i« to rurnlsb Information 10 farmers to «na-

WO tnem «o Hell or hold ihcircrop* la view oi romjmmamou, most U Ue luloriuauou now ol,ltal"^u1!"being drawn irwin rinuhiu sources mil towml i>y
iii<* Iiij(' j.viiiic-1 ui tiiiio country.

.Ouisr o.ns were introduced and reterreu as fol-

By'tfr. Sibickland. (rep) of Mich..ExwntUW UH
Ponago Uku autl Luu superior Kaiiroad u

l"lly Mr*Fink«i!nuuro. (rep.) of M',;^onc.e.tl"jUntied of imparls, propo >i.ig a periodical reduUion

°'lJy MrfcAVANAOiin, (<lom.) of Montana.To pro-
Tl io lor the ciociion of certain Territorial oitlctrj >y

w'r.'lkuNdBN, idem.) of Ohio.To exempt troin
taxation lae property 01 ex soldiers amI "J4'1®.,,uio I'n ted states 10 tue »amc extent as tue property
By'Mr"ttLL, (rep.) of I'a.For the ^orationof captain UounuicK uynch to the active list ot

°*ByMr. McCraby, (rep.)ol lowa.To amend the act
for the consolidation oi tue United staler statutes.

ASSltiSHKNT OK MKMHKHS TO OOHailTlS.-l.^Tho &PriAktK lualu a proposition to the House in
reicreuco to tue assignment to commliteea oi the
several recently admitted members. At present
vt an not in his power to assign those gentleuien^ocommittee* aud Ue suggested that Ho be authoij/edto assigu them an tenia members to such coiwnit-
teea as he might deem desirable.

, _._.n
* Mr. Brooks, (dem )oi N. objecting to that re<
lull >n aud sugcestiou, expressed the hope mat ww
speaker would improve the opportunity by aildiiig a
democratic member 10 me committee ou Wectiouiu
Mr. FAitsawoRTH, (rep.) ol III., suggested that

matter uo reierred to the committee on Ku.es.
Mr. Scubnck. (rep ) of onto, .ltd not »avor that

gu/gesiiou, because it would be apt to £.^t0nrn rand would look to something like a pertn.ini.iK ar
rangemeui Instead ol a lotnporary one.

. .Mr. Farnsworth did not wish to he understood
as objecting to the Speaker's proposition..buthe ro-
iniinted ueHouse that there were a groat many of
uif eonimitieesor the House tnut were oMolete. ex-
cent on paper, iuat never met aud had.no P'a^ 4'
meeting, 'ind lie thought It better that the whole
saoicct ol committee's snould lie revised by tue torn-

Ull>U.ew2i!k"lR,i'(rcp.)or Ohio, offered a resolution,
giving the Speaker tue authority suxgesto ».

Mr. Hawks. (rep.) of Mass., lavored referring J' "

wiioio mailer to tue Committee on il'.ilos. It din notfern to n»w iiuito right to leave tue matter tm
euureU to tho Speaker. It was a delicate iimihf,
atin he supposed the speaker himself would prelcr
10 huse it arrangod oy 1110 Committee on Buies.
The 8VHAKBR saM he had no desire In the matter

at nil. otii#r tnau what inl^ht bo indicated by the
" MJr?kb!>Rii>oK, (dem.) of Wis., suggested that the
diniculty iii&uht do obviuted by tli** resignation of tuc
members or Uic committee wlio are uow wrvUg ou

%?.Ts.uuts, (vep.) or Mo., thought the whole
matter premature uuui alter the admission ol tne
\ Irirlnia, Miss.ssippi aud 'loxus members.
Finally the subject was relcrrcd to the committee

on HUlCb.
petitions l'RKSKNTKD.

Mr. nuooK-s presented a petition frotii thei em-
Dloyes of l'liinuey, Blukemau & Co., of >ew \oii>.,favor or tne Jenckes civil r>orvlce oill.

\ir Ki'i.rtCV. irep.) or N. presented u petition
of I'lerropont Seymour, of Kast Hiooniileld. Outario?iun?y, >. V., lor a renewal of his patent lor an im¬
provement Ui seed plHUleis 0, ^lfia 'lr!' ^: .rul 1 .N COMMITTER Oh Tlib W IIOI.K.

The House men went Into Committee of the
Whole Mr. liuvi.s in the cluiir, au.l proceeded to a
consideration or tne bill to provide lor taking llit-
ninth ccnsuo to Ux the number or members of thefloiiw of Bepreseu tativ es and to provide lor their
luture aoportiontnent among the seveial ^laht®8;,(>nMr Si'okE-', (rep.) of lenu., chairman of the con¬
sul Committee. commended the industry ol tne sub-cSm« ttcft'winch sat during the recess, and said
he would leave the management and engineering ol
the bill to the chairman oi that sub-committee, Mr.
'* M?.CCaiu'1 Ki.o?(rep.) or Ohio, proceeded to state
suodiictlv the points ol the bill and tue machinery
nevised in l'. lor taking the census, explainingSi ami Why It diircred from tnut by wuicn the

CL'lu replv\oWfiucstl(ms0;put by Mr. Butler of Mass.,
Mr. Ulark. of Kan., aud others, luregara tothe re-
preauntatlon In Congress, Mr. ..A.K^'*,'"h^|0'1'®nr«*nt omanr/.atlou or numbering ol the HouseSbmuu Ihe 4th of March, istvi. and tiianifestiyit
wlU riin uiiui tiie same day in Marcn, i«7X lhe
census to be taken next June ouglii, of course, to be
com .iei. ti so far us the taking is concerned, by the
1. ( oi Julv We shall not know until nexi nill w hat
th - b^ia of representation will be. aud, as a matter
oi course, no re«lUtncting of Stales can be made
iftiill ait«r that. LUe coiuiiiutco agreed tuw morn-
iuj» to iiil uo tue uiauk lor liie uuuioer ol mcaibers

WIIla n ulrcnce to the Information to be obtained from
raiiriiH l coiuDauHSs, Mr. cartleld remarked mat now
that he ic o question had iK-eu got rid of, tne nextL .a iirr't would be with these great corporations,
.ihi] conmeHH should ai IchhI know wliat tue> ^vere
doinu wittt Uif national wedUU iu tueir Hands.inTenlv iu a uuosiioii by Mr. Peters lie stated that
with tne wiiolo number or members fixed at mm
no state would suiter the loss oi a member, but with

uxed as the uumbur two or tnrco ol the >cwHr^^rr^^ulred whetUer anv ar-
raugrmwitwaK made In tue oiUfor oi.wmmg tele-

KrtrN^Ai':rit|U.a> replied that there was not, except
.is recur..ing Uietelegraph connected with rai roinis.
i ho committee had prepared an additional senwiuie
ror tliui purpose aud lia-1 It ready to oflbt in ease
House desired it; bui tho committee had become
alarmed at the size of tticaelioduleand lines left- it out.

<ir iIai.di.m an, (dom.)oi ra., another member of
tha census Coinujitic", exprcsseo his views on he
suolect dwelliiig on Uic importance of a lull and
complete census, unbracing property and aicomc.
lie thought it iluie to ask whether c,asses were not
being lavored in mis country, and wiietlier our sys-
to n or incoaif, tariff ana tnu-rual revenues were notinking"ores on the body politic. With that idea
he wouid, at the proper time, propose an additional
column in the proper schedule lor a return or the
weeklv income itoui wagfs. salaries aud professions.
The commute; men proceeded to discuss atul con-

"lMr Muko! n niovcu to amend the third section by
limiting the term of service or all census employes
to two tears instead of three. Kejccted.

>lr ua\ in moved to amend the same point by
inserting the words -and whenever their services
suould cease to be reriuned." Adopted.

Alter Drogressing as far as the lourih scctlon or
the bill tne committee rose, aud the Mouse at three
o'clock adjourned.

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT.
Constitutionality of the Cottou Tax of JSHti.
SO. U8. iVilhutn M. Farrtngton, Plaintiff in

Error, rs. Rotfe S. Saunters. Error to the Circuit
court for the District of IVest Tannessee..Ttio
plaintiff m error was the owner of 160 bales or cot¬
tou on which (lie tax of three cents per pound, im¬
post-it by the internal revenue act of July, 1860, was
laid, lie refused to pay the tax, but Anally did so,
under protest, tn accordancc with the practice in
such cases under the customs revenue laws, to save
t he sci/jire of the cotton; and this suit was brought
to recover back the sum paid, the plaintiff alleg¬
ing that the tux is a violation of those provi.
slons of the constitution which prohibit the
laying of capitation or other direct taxes, unless in
proportion to the census, and the laying or duties
on articles exported from any State. The lodgment
below was iu favor of the government, and w.ltnf
error was taKeu to this court, where it was now
heard. The plaintiff in error maintains that by the
established law, as derived lrom the constituti* n a
1 ax on lands and nouses ami a capitation tax ate
direct. Taxes on specific articles of consumption or
i xpense are iudirect. and that on ad valorem tux on
personal property, without reference to consti'iip-
uon, is of the same character as an ad valorem
tax on land, botn being direct. These conclu¬
sions are arrived at niter an elaborate ex¬
amination or the subject of taxation, and
nicy arc submitted to the court as suillclcnt
to show iliat tne tax in question, levied as
it is directly upon production, without rciereuce to
Its use or consumption, is, in Its nature, a direct
lax, winch can no levied only by the rule of appor¬
tionment. <>u the other branch of the argument it
is Insisted that cotton is uu article produced for ex¬
portation; and coiton statistics are quoted to show
the iHct From ltuu to 1864 three-fourths to Ave-
sixtns oi the coiton raised In the United States was
exported; and In tne years 1*66, lstw and ls«7 the
exports were two-Hums to tliree-lourths. For the
yeur ending June1*1;;, ««7,i:t7.s7B pounds, 01 the
value of $'.'(K2,H07,S10, were exported. Of the por¬
tion not exported 1ro.11 the United States it, is
asserted as a known lact tnat but an lusignt-
c.tnt traction is consumed lu the states
where the conon is produced, the great bulk of it
being exported to other .states in the Onion. It Is
Contended mat nils is a legislative declaration mat
coiton shall not be exported without paying a tax,
and that. If the constitution can be defeated because
the tax is not named an exportation tax. the admira¬
tion once felt lor its power must be changed into
contempt for tts impoiency. Tne same rules of in¬
terpretation musii.ts applied to this restriction im¬
posed upon the leuorai goverumem, as have uni-
lormly been to Hie like restriction imposed on t..e
States. Wntle the former is prohibited from laving
any tax or duty on articles exported, the latter" are
prohibited from laying any imposts or dutv on im¬
ports «r exports, the ts\ In this case bus
no precedent in ttie past action of the
government, aim no warraut. in the provisions
Of the constitution. If it can be main¬
tained 1i1ena.il the objections made in the contention
which framed the constitution on granting the tax¬
ing power are fully realized and Mil the arguments
by which they were answers proved to be laise.
The Attorney General, on behalf of the government,
maintains Mist the power of taxation Is unlimited,and the extent of it.< exercise rests wholly in the dis¬
cretion of the legislative branch of tne government,
except m the ihrce pai tictuiars specified in tie con¬
silium.that direct taxes shall be apportioned; (hat
that ail duties, imposts and excises shall ne uniform
and no tax shall be laid on articles exported from
any stale. The tax objected to must, therefore, be
plainly and clearly shown to be wltniu Hie excep¬
tion of the constitution or the objection cannot
prevail, hvery presumption is in lavor of its valid¬
ity. The tax uere complained of is not a direct tax,
being neither a tax on laud, nor a lax 011
slaves, or other capitation tax. The caso
of Hylton vs. The Dinted stales (:i Dall., 171i is
cited as an authority us to tlm notion of a direct lax,
in Which it was held that a direct tax Includes only

such a tar as In IW nature capable of apporflon-
tneut. witnout creating great uieuualitv ami injus¬
tice in the application. This tax on cotton is not
capuij.e ol apportionment ainoiif the Stit tea, oh
required in tne cone ol direct taxation, nor h it in
auy respect a tax on land, but a strictly ami pro¬
perty a duty laid npon a specific commodity or arti¬
cle ol con--uinpLion. Nor la this u tax on exports,
because it ib laid alike on all cotton, nneiii -r
exported or not, and without regard to exportation.
Articled exported from any State within tUe mean .ng
01 the constitution are articles exported from any
state to loreign couutrtea. 'I lie distinction between
a.i ex, ort Uutv aud an excise is tnat in tlie one c»»e
tne tax can oaiy atiacti upon me happening of a
particular event.to wit, the exportation oi the ar¬
ticle on attiion it ia laid.while 111 the ot.ier tne tax
may auacn to tiie article generally aud irrespective
of tiie happening of sucu an eveiu. Where a tax of
the Utter description is laid upon a commodity,
wiietner grown or manufactured, win e in tha hands
ol the producer or manuiacturer. and without re¬
gard to its future destination, Its character ceitainly
does not become changed into a tax of the lormer
description uy the mere tact tnat a part, or even the
whole, of the article thus taxed is afterwards entered
lor export to a toreign couutry. That would make
the legality of the tax depeutf not upon tne clrcum-
Btauces to which it was adopted oy the I.egu.a-
ture, and which c\mted at the Uuie of Ita
collection, but upuii those subsequently transpiring
at the mere will ot individual*, in other words the
law imposing the tuxes, though periectly vulid
wnen it took effect upon the article taxed, would i>e
rendered voin by events happening after its purpose
nail been fully accomplished and its operation in
reference to the article had altogether ceased. The
pr.ncip.e. if admitteu, would render ol little avail
all excise taxation upon articles oi commerce. A
state cannot tax itnoorM in the hands o( the importer,
but can tax merchandise Imported alter it has
passed out of the hands of toe tmoorter, or, II in ins
naiius after the packages are orotceu. On the same
principe, Congress can tax, as a commodity, mer¬
chandise In the hands of its producer, wlncn may
afterwards be exported, the tax being iaid upon the
prcdaction and not upon any person wnu may ex¬
port any part of it, and m cousequence of such
exportation. Tne fact tnat mora Am tall me
cotton produced In the country is exported to a
foreign country has nothing to do with the con-
Htituality ot the law. If Congress cannot
constitutionally lay a tax upon the production of
manufacture of a commodiiy. because moie thuu
one-half ot it Is exported, it cannot upon any com¬
modity of which less than one-half is exported, l ue
constitutionality of an act of Congress cannot de¬
pend upon ilu: state of trade; and u Congress cauuot
constitutionally tax afl.v commodity it some part oi
it is annually exported it cannot lay any excise tax
on commodities at all without providing for a draw-
back in case ot exportation, Such a constitution
nullities the power ol Congress to lay excise taxes.
'J°ae tux is an excise tax and is umiortn throughout
tiie i uited states. '1 ne lact that cotton or any otner
article Is not produced or foand alike in all parts oi
the country docs not affect the question. There is
no product of agriculture or inanuiacture which Is
louuu in all the States in quantities exactly propor¬
tionate to the population or anything else ol all the
Status. It has been the opinion of Coogress irom
tae first, ns would appear from its legislation, tuat
taxes on personal property kept for use were excise
taxes as much as on personal property made lor
sale, aud that the tax upon such products as to¬
bacco, inaiiniactured or made lor sale, was an ex¬
cise tax.
The questions were argued at great length on both

sides, no less thau live different, brieis being filed.
P. 1'hillips. Albert I'ike, It. \V. Johnson, M. I..
Sharkey, James lluglies and ft. Toff lor plaintiff in
error. E. K. Hoar, Attorney General, and W. A.
Fieid, Assistant Attorney General, lor the govern¬
ment.
E. 1). Wheeler, of San Francisco; William T, Wal¬

lace, of Sun Jose, Cai.; RODloson Toff, or Mem¬
phis, Tenu.; Eusrene Al. Wilson, of Minneapolis,
Mum.; Albert Todd, of St. Louis, Mo., aud C. 1'.
Shaw, of New York city, were admitted t<J the bar
of the supreme Court.

THE CIRCUIT JUDG£S.
Wo give below brief sketches of the Circuit Judges

appointed by President Grant, and whose names
were sent to the Senate yesterday for confirma¬
tion:.

(lEoitfiK r. sriEpr.EY, op mains.
With the career of this gentleman, who has been

appointed Judge 01 the Kifst Circuit, the public Is
quite lauiuiar. He wns born In Saco, Me., on

January l, 1818, received a good education and
graduated in lstn from ])artinoutri College He
Hulisequenttly studied at the Harvard Law
School, and after his admission to tbo bar
moved to Bangor, where he commenced the
practice of his proie.->l*n. On the accession of Polk
to ihe Presidency, air. Shepley was appointed United
States lustrlct Attorney In Maine, holding that office
until Mr. Lincoln's Installation, when a repuolieun
successor was appointed. At the outbreak of the
rebellion ho offered his services to the state and
was commissioned colonel of the Twelfth Maine
volunteers, in commaud of this regiment lie
accompanied Oenoral Hutler in nls expedition
against New Orleans, commanding a brigade
during the greater part of the campaign

?Xi c°n,rr"»ndant of the post alter the'
fall or the CroBcent Cit.v. .Later in toe vear h« w«
commissioned a brigadier general, and was hump
tjuenily appointor! Military Governor of Lunimurin

t <>\111'11''!!°,'i' ,he 1884, when ha gave way
to Michael Holm, who had been previously elected
n°. 0Ulce,- IIe was next sent to Nur olt
as Military dovernor. and after the fail or

wnh^h- iheld <Ult> samu P°s'»°n in that city
V>* |"e l|n»e ol tue war General Shepley retired
fioni the service, and late in the year was appointed

nTU e^ r,^0' tll<! SuPreine Court of Maine
of nhu.h his tamer was once Chief Justice rim

abllfty1 k0*. tn° rel'ulatlou °r a lawyer of decided

LBWIS B. WOODRH'F, OF NEW VOI:K
The Judgeship of tbo Second Circlt has been eon-

a young inau and commenced practice as the oar*
ner of George Wood, the eminent lawvenP He
became prominent in his profession, and In lsio » .«

f'^od by election, to the office of jidge ofThl
( ourt of Common Picas, serving six vears vr tim

was elected*Judge of theSup*
nor Court of J^ew \ork, lioidmiz that Domtimi imtn
1863 when he returned to the tar »nT achieved
jrreat Buccesa in the renewed practice of the
law, appearing in nearly all of the must
noteworthy cases. Iu i80i Mr. Woodruff was a
candidate for a Judgeship of the Supreme Couri
but was defeated by I), p. ingraham. Suiwotientlv
he was elevated to the bench of the New Vork Court
of Appeals lor tlio term ending on the 1st ult^ At
the recent election In this hi ate he was the remibn-
h? u J b,'lort term, but was defeated
Jjf T h .

. Woodruff married a duughter
of toe late cmer Justice Hornolower, of New Jersov
As a member oi the Mew lork bar he is rpi^ri I

?P,e°f'h0 ablest lawyers in the state, a man of de¬
cided la.ems and imlexibie in his integrity.
Mr ,mL!?iam m,«nnan, ok '*k.nnsyi,v\nia.

t.,^ McKennan, appointed to the Third circuit
Judgeship, is a resident of Washington I-a

Ti hm h
18 e head of his county bar

Although repeatediy offered to represent his nam!
itatw'PHSHH0rJ° Rwptthe office of judge offi
district, he has hitherto resisted all etiort-v ri^- i

rta^ofW1 w'sS ",s 9C('11 alitanee at the mar J
riage of w. W. Smith, a cousin or Mrs. Grant to l

Mint'hi10* 0 ' 'VcKL'"nan- 't win be remombered
that his numo was siiosen of last spun ,
tion with a place in The Cabinet/ * tomiec-

W. M. WOOD. OK ALA Rami
The only facts known oi Mr. Wood's career is that

he is a lawyer of Alabama and served in the c.
federate armv as colonel of the IIfteenth
or Alabama Volunteers. After the Soo lw!
he supported the Congressional plan m recojistruST
.on, and in now in lull fellowship witu the rciniu

&HS&J8: *00,1 "«*"«»wars
MKORHE II. YFAMAN. OF KPVTii. irv

r,,5 TgtS'Sfi
mentof volunteers lor the Colon* artrfy Ijnon
resignation or J. s. Jackson he was l^cle I m?s
cessor as Representative to the Thiriy-si-ventii

"v re-cl,'c""1 '» ,ne ihirty-'Mghui hi
Ueiitnar ^ 1 w"d »PP«Uitoa Minister It* id"it to

THE FRENCH BINEVOLENT SDJiETY.
The French Uenerolent Society, for which Father

Hyacintho lecture* to-night at the Academv or
Music, is devoted entirely to aiding natives or
fr ranee, ft originated in this city in 1809 an,t was

'ZZTu'^T- T°P "lescnt "resident ,s m,
fredeilc K. Coudert. It has no building for the
accommodation of minates. but keens «» -r

:t7 Houston street, where Its charmer nr

two days in each week to Ire e\imi ,?f dispensed
a year. The recipients are chion* ni l

*

Among Hie few inen who
01,1 W(,lllel1-

bounty is au old soldier of Narwonnn ,ruci>i,rt'
Him in the dlsastrouS KuasTun !!^!0, w"3 T'tl1
pensioners receive from ^

'

a month in « nf l oll,r< t0 Hl*

ami coal dealers. No s iinrin^ i upon bsKers

Ad services are voluntaVJ rL".
»r twenty inemtaw «im.

ihe committee consists

their "out trymen ,n
of,c'1 c»11"1 ut)0n b*

office Is closed Th«
distress on days when tlio

Mminnd "its *20,two Invested in

lions oi live to nn J *
'merest., with annual subsorip-

»«ry for Its Durno««« ifm'ces-
noooin to i>.nL Passages or destituto Krencii

«oftc" »r tl,e "°«'«y.
Academv thft nnm ^0 0 Her,>0'1 10 »Pesk at the

of parouet and II Si (le< ule'' ,0P'ace the price
(lo. nf. M,..^ circle, reserved seats, at ten

the seronil ner* reserve"- »*ts o?
fauiii* e?p!<io « i

Wcre "R 'iv« dollars, and the

uected t'1 S fo" arttller.v. one dollar. They fu iy ex-

onered .,£' "u ",rlnK- A "peculator
iiiit.1" i,

them $10,000 net lor the receipts. Tho lec.

iiJIr. t v,evuri would not allow any higher terms

JorSu othcS.1"' forrMwvM 8L'aLa aad ona dollar

OVEX THE ICE.

Young America on Nltatc«i. Inauguration ol
tbe Uajr and Fcttive (Seimttu on Ice.Tlia
Rink* in Nenr Voru mid Williamsburg.
Several hundred devoted akatcrs eagerly wel¬

comed liie Inauguration of the skating sea.ion yes¬
terday afteraoiio, at McMniian's Fifth Aveatid
lUm, corner of Forty-sixth sirec. This rink, willed
is a rooiless enclosure, covers half tho block be¬
tween Kiftu and Madison avenues, and lias onn

great advantage in bGlug close to tlio centre of a
very fashionable neighborhuoi. The ice yesterday
wan about four niche* thick an 1 straight and level
as a billiard tame. Tho arrangements inado t>v
McMillan were not quite Complete, bat wtieu they
aro there win oe nttij to desire and
nothing to apprehend bat o/ercrowdlng. A
flight of steps lean* down from the sidewalk on

Forty-slxtn street to a Ions, low wooden structure
stretching across one end of the rink. The visitor
having paid hla admission feu at a .-uiall semicircu¬
lar aperture outside the entrance, passes into an

ample room warmed by a stove, wr.ere skates are

procured and put oil and cumbrous clothing Is taken
charge of. A bar for refreshments stand-f in ou#

corner, where inild beverage* oniy Will bo provided.
A partition divides tins room from another of eqn.il
size, which la intended to be U3cd by tlio New Yortj
Skating Club. When the floor is iaid with niartmg,
tbe walls papered and pictured uud a stove of rea¬

sonable size introduced It will make a comfortable
and h&udsotue headquarter.-). A t>ajid of music num¬
bering eleven pieces was present yesterday,
and blew 01T some pretty airs in v^ry good stylu.
".Sweet Spirit, Hear My 1'rajcr " appeared to be i*
splendid measure of music lor tho .iKaiers, its long
Swelling notes harniouizwig altiiiraoiy With tlio
graceluiiy sweeping curves performed ou the suites.
The riiiic is surrounded by a low railing, over wuiolt
loins can lean and watch the movements of tne
people on the Ice. At nigiit it wi.i be lit b.v a chain
ol iauips extending arouua tue loursidesa id placed
midway between tne surface ol the rink and the side¬
walks. United to the street lam; s, wiuen arc toieraur
numerous in tne vicinity, mere will oeuu abundance
ol limit cast across lac irozeu tloor. nelng open
to Firth avenue the rink naturally draws the atten¬
tion ol crowds that roll past to tne Park, and yester¬
day nelng the opening day a gieat many persons
stopped to look and watch the tmidui piroueulng of
some of the lady skaters, l he class 01 persons who
may be expected to patronize this place of amuse¬
ment will be of an aristocratic snipe u mere be not
a reeling of fastidious aversion to skating m sucu
an exposed public situation. Judging uy tho dis¬
play of handsome winter tenets and beautiful lace*
Hying hither and thither ou the ico yesterday alter-
noon It Is fair to exp>et some very a.tractive gamer*
mgs occasionally through the wiutor.

8tATI.NO IN WthLIAMMBl'RO.
Cammeyers Intoii I'ond, in wiiliamsbnrg, wa*

opened yesterday under very encouraging auspices.
Tillspond u about the flnext anvwnere near Mew
York, its frosen surface spreads over .-ix and it
half acres, giving room for ail the small ooys of a
large city to di-port theiase.ves skatorially. In the
summer this ground is devoted to the manly game
ol base ball, and thousands of men aud maidens sit
lor hours watching with aellguiei attention the
shifting fortunes ol the play, tue skill of mo boy at
the bat or the wonaerf.il fleetness shown in a suc¬
cessful home run. in the winter it undergoes a
traiiBiormatiou, but it does not lose its
character as a place of public arausetnenu
instead of a sportive yotitn being sent
to grass by a blow of a base ball in the tender part
ol' the shin, lie Is dropped iu a lively way on an ice
floor four or six inccs thics because of knocking un¬
ceremoniously against somebody els-*, l'nero were
a lew hundred persons on the 1 ink yesterday, but
there was room lor ai>out ten times as many more.
Everything Is in readiness lor me season, The
rooms lor skaters are all newiy Uctcd up aud accom¬
modation provided for an Immense umuoer. There
is a shop on the premises for uiakiug ready and re¬
pairing skating tools. Over 20U lamps will ou strung
around the sides. In the ceutre of tne rmk a
circular glass iranie, mounted on a pole,
will contain a light wlnca will throw iih
effulgent beams a considerable distance all round.
When the nights are dry and dark nil the lamps will
be lit, and the display, It Is anticipated, will be vastly
brilliant. Moonlight, wnen it is nueraily supplied,
will be taken iu preierence to keruseae, as uemg
much more romantic aud conireui.il to ihe souls of
loving ooupies ou skates. Folks from New \ork ou

lauding at South seveuth street may ride or trudge
ten or twelve blocks straight out lroin the lerry, aud
they catch sight of two nigh pol s. with nuii a dozen
flags fluttering in the breeze, tney < an turn to tow
rig.it a block or two, and discover themselves over¬
looking the Hooded aud frozen baitie field of many
gallant base bail battalions.

JUSTICE MOCK-D.

The Convict Mart Allen Still in the City.
Writ of Error 1 tailed by JuJie t nruo-/.u iu
Ilia Cose.
On the 27th of last month, at eleven o'clock

at night, City Jnuge <>unmug S. Lied ford, Jr.,
sentenced the notorious panel thief Mart Alien, the
well known leader of the Eighth ward gang, to tlvo
years' imprisonment In the State Prisoa. The crirnu
lor wliich the ruffian was trie I and condemned was

robbery by tUe extra contemptible "panel'' game.
Tiie defence was persistent, and tho Jury found
much difficulty in agreeing to a vsrdict. indeed, it
was rumored in ilie court room on that even¬

ing tli&t a "friend or the faiiu'y" or the
Aliens, who, curiously enough, happened to i*
one of the jury, refused to hear anything
or see anything in the ca.-e against tho jeopardized
Mart; and it is said *o confident wore his friends of
acquittal that they offered bets 01 $5 >) to one dollar
that he would not he convicted. The Judge ex

pressed satisfaction with the verdict of guilty which
was finally returned by the jury, and paid no atten«
tlon wnatever to tiio pressure ol certain ward politi¬
cians who sought to save from his jast doom their
valuable coadjutor. Judge Bcdiord, addressing the
prisoner, said:.do not see any palliating circum¬
stances in your case, imd therefore deem it simply
my official duty to mate tho severest pautilty," and
then impressively pronounced the sentence.
The verdict gave crest public satisfaction, and

produced an excellent eOecl ou the large class of
thieves of which Mart Allen was the acknowledged
head. The peopie had not forgotten that through
the Influence of wily politicians, titomse.ves liable to
criminal ludictiueui, certain persons who were
taniy tried, convicie 1 aud sentenced for the highest
crime known to the law were walking the streets in
perfect freedom, wlale a large uuuiber
of others wuo had committed offences that
merited severe punishment, were never
brought to trial. But the firmness, energy and
ability dlsplavcd by city Judge iiediordon tho bench
oi tiie (teueral sessions inspired the hope that,
henceforward the transgressors of tho law would
receive fitting punishment aud that justice would
not be mocked durlug las term of oifice. Pntor-
nateiy, however, lor the popular wish, tho City
Juugc's duty ends when he semeuces a prisoner.The influences whicu were attempted to be ex-
erci-ed on tne City Judge during tno trial of Mart
Alien, a.id wntch he Indignantly repeued, do not
appear to liave failed of effect in other quarters.
The public will oe astonished -if. indeed, It can be

astonished at any tiling doue oy New iork poli¬
ticians.thai Mart Allen is not at work in htng Sing
Prison, doiug the State some service ior his many
crimes and misdemeanors, out is in tne quiet enjoy¬
ment of Ills oti'tm rum di'y. in the city Prisou,
awal.lug with calm coufldeuce the time when soma
fresher crime aud newer criminal wid «nsorb publicuttcmlon. it is not very likely that tuwiutiavn
loug to wait, and then his wed posted coun.-ei will
r«-l y hocus-pocus litin out to his ilght-llngecd eon
(.derate*.

it will be remembered that Allen's counsel at¬
tempted to obtain an arrest of Judgment alter the
rendering ol the verdict, out that Judge BedforJ
promptly refused. The case was clear against th«
prisoner, aud it was impossible to see auy exteuuat-
mg circumstances, liadled for tae tliue being, iho
prisoner's counsel determined on taking other
means ol securing the release of tho convict, and tie
succeeded. Tne convict was given over to the
sheriff, who was responsible ior his safe keeping
until lie was securely placed inside the gates ol sing
.Sing. It was sis" tlie duty of the Mieriff to see
that tne convict wa*> sent in charge of
ins deputies to the state 1'rlson as suou
possiole after the rendition of I ha sentence, Hut us
It is custom ary.for the Sheriff 10 put prisoners in the
l'ombs ior safe keeping uiitu ihe deputies are ready
to take them to tln ir designated puce of impnson-
nient M;irt Allen ws< conveyed liout the Court <>r
General Sessions and safely locked up for the night
wiiniu the granite walls ol the City Prison. Tins
was mi fsatiiiiiay night, and it could scarcely be ex¬
pected of the Snerifi's deputies to go up tne river
with the convi ton that day; but Monday was very
fine and Might, and it would not have injured the
delicate fellows m tne least if the* took the
train ior sing Sing with the much commiserated
Alien. Hilt the Sheriff did not see it and so they did
not. That somebody saw and believed there cau be
no doubt. but who was "seen" is uuothcr matter.
Allen did not go to Sing Slug, and iu all probability
will not. Ills counsel is very adroit, and the Alien
family are not verv poor.
No preparation was made to take Allen to singSing on Monday morning, and t he explanation was

found to be in tiie shape or a "writ of error and a
stay of proceedings 'iu his case issued by Judge
Cardozo, of the Supreme Court of Hie statu of Sen
York, which was duly served on the keeper oi the
City Prisou. This extraordinary conduct was made
known to a few only, and the order of the Judge or a
copy of It is not iu tne Sheriff's oillee.

RESCUED FROM DROWNING.
Charles McQover, residing In floaston street,

near Varlrk street, fell overboard at the foot of Perry
street, last niglit, aud was rescaed by some boat men.
He was taken to the Ninth precinct station he use i>»
officer Palmer and properly cared for.


